Income Security for the Elderly in Zambia in the New Dawn what next?
By Oliver Mupila Kameya-HRD 
This article highlights the lack of provision of social security for the vast majority of Older people in the Republic of Zambia and the impact this has on the enjoyment of their other rights, such as the right to health and to an adequate standard of living. It suggests questions for us as a People and Nation to include in its List of Issues to the Government of the New Dawn  and H.E. President Hakainde Hichilema to explore this issue further in support of the Elderly and programmes on Ageing than continue with giving cash to ghosts by using the Social Cash Transfer that does not benefit the nation . 

The Right to Social Security 
According to the feasibility study by [Oliver Mupila Kameya] Zambian Guru on Ageing, in May 2020, there are around 900,000 people aged 60+years population) in Zambia. 

Social protection mechanisms based on the extended family and community structures used to provide for people at old age in Zambia. However, given Zambia’s situation of generalized insecurity in old age, widespread poverty and rapid social and economic change, these traditional mechanisms are increasingly unable to cope with the direction we are taking now. As a result, older people are frequently forced to continue working well into old age: indeed 80 per cent of older people remain economically active with most engaged in small-scale agriculture. As older people are less and less able to generate adequate income through their labour, old age poverty and destitution is becoming an increasingly common phenomenon. 
The Zambian Older people are also playing an increasing role in caring for children in the context of HIV and AIDS, and labour migration. Subsequently, the poverty of older people has a significant impact on others in their households particularly children under their care, thus exacerbating the intergenerational cycle of poverty. Poverty rates amongst households containing and older persons are 30 per cent higher than the national poverty rate and 1 in every 3 households in the poorest income domicile include older people. 
Interdependence of Rights for our Senior Citizens
The absence of income security for poor older people also serves to undermine the effectiveness of other social protection policy measures such as accessing free health, government’s subsidized agricultural inputs and free primary education for children under their care – just to mention a few. For example, an older person with no minimum income will not be able to get the fare from his village to hospital where free medical services are provided. Similarly an older person will not benefit from subsidized agricultural input for the poor people if she/he cannot raise Five hundred Kwacha which has been set as a minimum contribution to access subsidized agriculture input through the FISIP system.  

What the Government must do in response

Government must put in place social protection policies which must appear to be progressive and indicate that intend to significantly reduce poverty among disadvantaged groups including older people. These include among others:

i. The National Ageing Policy 
ii. Senior Citizens Social Security Policy

iii. The National Social Security Framework  that must  be approved by cabinet

iv. The National Strategy for Growth and Reduction of Poverty in Old Age must be about “providing adequate social protection and rights to the vulnerable needy groups” and should have an operational target which aims to increase the proportion of older people reached with a minimum social pension.”
Lack of Coverage of Social Security
However, an enormous gap exists in the coverage of old age income security in Zambia. Only 6 per cent of the workforce is currently covered by formal social security and informalisation within the Zambian economy has to be increased in order to help the elderly and the economy to grow. There is need for state-financed and non-governmental non-contributory income security schemes for older people , which does not exist, there is  extremely small-scale to none of support to the aged and  that appears to exhibit a range of constraints relating to scalability. 
An investigation into the feasibility of achieving universal access to old age income security through a social pension in Zambia must be conducted by the Ministry of Labour, the Ministry of Community Development in collaboration with experts when resources allows. A universal social pension is both technically possible and fiscally sustainable that is if it was to be applied. A universal social pension would reach almost one in four households and thereby reduce the national poverty rate by 14.9%. More significantly, it would translate into thousands of Old people being lifted out of poverty. Social pensions would mainly benefit rural communities (80% of Older People live in rural Zambia) and thereby reducing the inequality between rural and urban areas.

Proposed Question:
What plans exist to ensure that social security measures provide all older women and men, in both formal and informal sectors, with an adequate standard of living, including adequate food, essential health care, basic shelter and housing?  

Protection of Older People’s rights under the law

Zambia is one among the few countries in Africa to have the National Ageing Policy (NAP) promulgated. The policy has a wide range of provisions which if implemented would make a significant difference in the lives of older people. Despite being very general these provisions cannot be implemented until the policy is legislated to provide the standard of implementation across the nation by the local governments. It is four years since the National Ageing Policy was promulgated yet it remains a policy which is not legally binding and therefore not implementable at local government level.  

An older woman in Katete District, Mai Alinedi Banda complained: “We keep on hearing that there are policies and programmes that target older people, but have never seen or benefitted from them.”
Proposed Question:

· What measures has the Government taken to legislate the National Ageing Policy to ensure that it is implementable at local government level and that it provides the legal basis upon which older people can claim their entitlements? 

The Author is an Expert Gerontologist and Senior Consultant at the Zambia National Marketeers Credit Association [ZANAMACA] and Founder /President for the Center of Excellence on Ageing and Chief Consultant  for Informal Economy Consortium of Zambia.
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