Assignment
Online zoom class as a new media to teach
Due to the Covid-19 pandemic which has resulted in the closure of schools, teachers have been forced to adapt to various online classroom platforms to teach for example; zoom, google classroom, edmodo and wats app. This is a relatively new media being used to teach. Zoom allows for the teacher to share digital presentations of images and sounds to be produced via the computer, a cell phone, a tablet or a smart television. This is a high-tech multimodal media that allows for the students to see the teacher and hear as well as see their friends.
It entails features that enable the teacher to screen share videos concerning the lesson topic or take students through digital simulation exercises or simply use the whiteboard as though they are in the physical classroom.  Lemeke (1998) posited, these new literacies include innovative text formats. The students can communicate during the class orally and by typing out their message (non verbal).
Implication for literacies
Students are no longer stuck in a physical classroom for an entire lesson. Globalization is taking us to a whole new dimension of teaching and learning methods because the world is changing how we send and receive in information in this multimodal era. This enables improved teaching methodology as well evoke new learning styles. Barone and Wright (2020) believe traditional literacy experienced is extended with comprehension of information on the internet with effective use of search engines to locate information and evaluation of internet sources.
Learning becomes interesting and students have the option to learn in their own space and it is also helpful for students who are spatial learners. However, this media encourages inequality because not everyone has access to the internet which may cause some students to lag behind. Some students become lazy while using this media because, they google everything hence, critical thinking is not encouraged. Their handwriting may become illegible and spelling difficulty increases because they become highly dependent on the internet and their devices which does word auto corrections. Hence, this poses a serious challenge for our students’ literacy future. Never the less, promoting literacy pedagogy underpins students’ success by realizing their dreams.
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